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ForeWord Magazine Winner of Book of The Year and International Reading Association Notable

Book, Weeping Under This Same Moon is based on a true story of two teenage girls from different

cultures, whose paths intertwine, dramatically altering the course of their lives. Mei is an artist

whose life has been disrupted by the Vietnam War. Her anguished parents send her away on a

perilous escape during the exodus of thousands of Vietnamese refugees known as Boat People. In

Mei's words we learn of the dangers she faces caring for her two younger siblings on a sea journey

fraught with hunger, thirst and deprivation, leaving behind everything she loves to find refuge for her

family. Hannah is an angry seventeen-year-old American high school student. Friendless, neurotic,

a social misfit - her passion for writing and the environment only intensify her outcast state. Through

Hannah's voice, we get inside her head, there to discover a gentle soul beneath all the anger and

turmoil. When Hannah learns of the plight of the Boat People, she is moved to action. Destiny brings

Mei and Hannah together in celebration of culture and language, food and friendship, and the

ultimate rescue of both young women from their own despair. Weeping Under This Same Moon is a

testament to the power of love and the spirit of volunteerism; affirming that doing for others does so

much for one's self.
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"We all shine on, like the moon, the stars and the sun. We all shine on, everyone, come on, come

on." -- John Lennon from "Instant Karma"Set in 1976-77, this important book explores a part of

history that has long been overlooked. Mei, a Chinese girl living in post-war Vietnam is forced to



leave her home country. Mei, her older brother and younger sister are sent by boat across the world

to the United States.Hardship is a constant companion on their journey. These young people have

no promise that they will survive the long journey and being uprooted from the only home they have

ever known had to be traumatic.Hannah, an 11th grader is living a somewhat parallel life to Mei and

her family. Miserable with high school life and often at odds with her younger sister Ruthie, 13 and

feeling the painful age difference between herself and youngest sister Joni, 9 has left Hannah

feeling every bit as adrift as Mei's family must have felt on that boat. Tired of peers who don't meet

her needs intellectually and socially, Hannah lashes out inwardly. She develops an eating disorder

right around the time Mei has food issues. Hannah can be viewed as a David fighting the Goliaths of

insensitive teachers; distant peers who share no common vision and a world rife with societal

ills.Hannah, like Mei is a fighter and a survivor. She threatens to put out a citizen's arrest on a man

who is smoking in public. Despite her sisters' outrage at her bravery, Hannah bangs on the drum for

social issues. She cares about the fate of sperm whales and young seals; she tries to encourage

her sisters to take an interest in the rights and backgrounds of minorities. As it turns out, she is very

successful in her endeavors.
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